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ABSTRACT . :
A project emphasizing prevention of learning
disabilities through early identification and individualized
educational prescriptions was conducted. Children identified through
a screening process will go from kindergarten to a modified primary
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develop the skills needed for successful participation in first
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Under Saction G, Title VI, of + Elementarv and Secondary Education
Act, the Anchorage Borough Schoosl District seeks to establizh a model

for working with children in the primary grades who have potential

!

learning disabilities.

The main emphasis in the project is ‘on prevent,ibn through early
identification and individualized educational prescriptions. Children
identified through a screening nrocess will go from kindergarten to a
modified prinary class organized as a part of the reqular school program
hat partially funded under special education. In the modified primary
class, children will he provided with a curriculum planned to develop
the skills which k:i.tmder.jgarten and first gfade teachers designaté as
prerequisites to sui:cessful participation in first grade. Within the
general curriculum, an individual educational prescription-based on a

thorough diagnosis will be developed for each child.



The specific objectives set forth in the rroposal are:

1. Establish assessment procedures whereby children with rotential
learning disabilities can be identified in the regular school
nroaram ét an early age.

2. TProvide instruction to selected kindergarten and first grade
teachers in adrinistering, scoring, and interpreting selected
as:sesament instruments.

3. Establish and orerate during the second semester of 1972-73
a pilot modified primary class composed of fifteen children
enrolled in the first grade during the first semester of 1972-73.

4. Screen approximateiy 600 kindergarten childrén for the puxposé
of assioning sixty children who exhibit evidence of rotential
learning disaq.wilities to four modified primary classes during the
1973-74 school year.

5. Develop an outline of areas to he included in the curriculum to
be nrovided in the Title VI-G modified nrimary classes and directed
toward overcoming the specific learning disabilities identified
during the screening and evaluation process.

6. Provide in-servica training for five regular primary teaChers who
will be assigned to modified nr:\_mary classes.

7. Orerate four modified primary classes within the Anchoreyc Porough
Schocl District in which the curriculum ouj:line developed under
Objective #5 will bhe followed and in which individually prescribed
educational wrograms will be provided within the areas of the

curriculum outline.




3. Tooperate with the Alaska Perartment of Pducation in informing
rotential renlication districts concerning screening procedures for
locatira childréa with rotential learning disabilities at the
kindercarten or beginning first grade lavel and onerating modified

vrimary classes cdesigned to alleviate smecific learning disabilities.

he rodel develoned in Anchorage will serve as a training resource for
university students and for teachers thronghout hAlaslha who are serving

childran with specific learning disabilities.
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NARTATIVE OF TITIE VI-G ESEA

I. Current Status
There are ahout %0.000 children of legal school age in Alaska.
Anproximately €2,000 of them are inuelementary school. Over
half of all elementary students in the state are in the.
Anchorage Borough School 9istrict. The Greater Anchorage “rea
Borough School‘Diﬁtrict enrollment has grown from 14,700 in
the 1961~62 school vear to'apnroximately 34,000 at the nresent
date. The Greater Anchoraqe Arca is the population center of.
the State. Over one seventh of the special education nonﬁlation
in this district is comnosed of students who come from districts

throughout the State.

Alaska State Laws, Section 14,3n.351, define Yexceptional
children” as children. who differ marledly from their
peers to the degree that they are bhetter served by place-
ment in a smecial learning nrooram designed to serve

their particular excentionality.

It further defines "children with learning disahilities®
as those children who exhibit fdisorders in one or more

of the bhasic learnina processes involved in comprehending
or using expressive or receptive lanqdaqe and who may
reguire special facilities, equipment or methods to make

their educational program effactive.




T™hore are annrnyinately 3244470 nlas’an nunilns nresently
identified as learnina Aiaa’ led, §#ucational. »rogrammina
arcuni tﬁe statn in the arna of learnina Aigahilities
tens to he seli-containa’ an? serrecdata In almost

all cas=3 nrogrammina could he d=2fined as remecial and

aftar the fact, rather than nreventive or nroascrictiva.

Tt is pronosed that this crant will nroviildas a model For
early ass~gsmant and intervention that can he ronlicated
throughout the ntate.

Ma Alasra State Denartment of TAucation frals that
aducational nlacarant of children with learninag disabilities
must reflect their learnine strengths as u2ll as deficits.
lany learning disahled o»ildran can best ho aducated hy
r2mainina in 2 recular class and receivinc summortive
sRrvice. Tor cther childrend howaver, it is necessary

to provids a morz2 snacialized aducatinnal environmenta
Snveral altarnatives for 27ucational nlacement of learning
disahled nunils should Me nrovided in all “las¥an school
districts. These alternatives must reflect a thorouqh
evaluative an? Tiagnostic nrocmﬂure to nrovide annro-
nriate instructional nirocrammina for learninc disahles

nurnils,
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IT.

PROGRAM DNSCRIPTIN'T
The Anchoradaae Rorough School District is currentlv con--
skructing a Center for Tearnar ‘ssistance which will he

onen to students Aurina the first semeaster of 1773 74 gshool

-

vear. (Please naee annen’is

I an? armendix II for diaagrams

0¥ the nronnsed modal.)

A ajor comnonent of that center will be dovotad to the
éétahlishment of a model for the evaluation of kinderyarten
and first grade childran for the nurnose of ilentifvinc
those children with notential srnecific learning disa>ilities
and »nrovidina nrograms Airected to their neerds. The center
w7ill be structured so that rnersonnel from other ﬂisﬁricts
throuchout the state will “ave an ovnortunityvy to ohserve

the

materials and technioues emnloved in the processas of
center. The followina staff will be recuirerd for deva!oping

anl immlementinag the model nroaram under Title VI-Z,

127°2~-73
Y. Trom Title VI -G funds
1. Project dDirector (full-time)

2. Psvchological Zvaluation
Srnecialist (half-time)

3. Learning »Disahilitien Snecialist
(2 1L/2 months at half-time and
G 1/2 months at full--time)

4. Secretary (half-time)

B. From local district funds

1. One certifizd teacher for modified
rrirarv class (second semester)

2. Personnel for wsvchological evaluations

3



1073--77-.
N, Trom Witle VI~ funds
1. Project Diractor (full-time)

2. Learning Disahilitiec Snecialist
(full-time)

3. Secretary (half -time)
n, I'rom local Jdistrict funds

1. Tour certifie” teachers for rodifierd
prirmary classes (hboth semesters)

2. Personnel for nsychological evaluations

The wadjor ohjective of this grant is to establish and onerate
a model center for orimarv aged school children who ar2 noten-

tiallv learnine disahled. Sul ohjectives are as follows:

1972--73
Objactiv~ il - TNstablish assessment procedures wherzby
children with potential learning disabilitins can bhe

identifiad in the recgular school nrodram at an earlv ace.

Imnlementation

The Specialist in Psychological Evaluation and the
Project Director wili be resmonsible for estabhlishing
tha initial screeninag and assessment nrocerdure.
During th~ months of Sentembher through Naecemher, 1872,
samnlés of hehavioral checklists and readiness tests
will he rurchase” or horrowed. Several nrofessional

raferences concerning evaluation and learning dis-

ERIC - 4
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abilities will Be obtaine?. Six t0o ten characteristics
vThich are generallv consiflered hv authorities to he
indicative of l2arning disahilitv will ha desianatecd,
and a system wherzhy pripary teachers'can indicate
their assessment of the children in their classes
with recard to these characteristic will be devised.
Anpropriate commercial instruments will ho nurchased,
and a screening nrocess will be develoned for iden-
tifying kindergarten and first gradc children with
notential learning Aisahilities. Mlternate forms of
instruments will ha nrovided and altarnatives w1111 he
includ=d in the screaening nrocess to allow children

to he identified for the project durina either kinder--

-garten or first grade.

Children will normallv he identified for the modified
nrimarv classes near the end of their lindergarten vear,
P lowrever . the alternatives will alow children who tare

missed during the Xindercarten screszning to he added

n to the rrocram at th=2 heginning of first grade. The
< alternatives in the screening and identification

Cfl process will also make it vossilile to operate a pilot
CMQ' class during the gacon? semaster of 1972-73 for fifteen
i children who are currently enrclled in first grade.

£

3]
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The scre~nning nrocess, including anv co™ercial
instrumants, will ba Aaveloned in such a mannrer
that it can M2 used hv recular »rimary teach-rs

vith a minimum of sunervision an® spacial training.

Tvaluation

Lach teacher who marticipates in the scresning and
iZfentification nrocess will he asve? to comnletz an
evaluation quastionnaire after using the nrocess. The
iter's on the quostionnair~ wili “eal with the ameount of
sunervision and traininc needed to enable the teacher
to use the nrocaess, how éasy it is to usme, an”d howr
accuratzz thn teachar considars it to he in ifsntifvinea
children with learning disahilities. The items will

he in multinle -choice form with two Ffavorahle anA

]

Ng of the

¥

tvo unfavorahle choicas for each item, IFf
total resmonses are favorahle, the ohijactiv~ will have

heen mat,

ith the excentio . of the children in the rnilot class
which will be operated during the second zemester of
177272, each child in the nrogram will receive a

thorough aducational anﬂ'psycﬁological evaluation at:

sorme time during his vear in a modified wnrimary



PPN
S

groun.

Appropriate instruments for obtuining precise

diacnostic data could inclufie:

Ao

P.

The results

Basic Concept Invantory

Beery-Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual
"otor Integration

Bender Visual-"'otor Gestalt Test

Detroit Tests of Learnina Antitude

Durrell Analvsis of Reading Difficulty
Frostiag Developmental Test of Visual
Perception

Goldman~Fristo=--Woodcock Auditory
Discrimination Test

Goodenough -- Harris Drawing Test

Illinois Test of PsYcholinguistic Abilities
‘iills Learnina ‘lethods Test

Morthwesztern Syntax Scre=ning Test

Peabody Picture Vocahulary Test

Preschool Lancuage Scale

Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of
Intelligence

“lerman Auditory Niscrimination Test

Wide Ranée Achievement Teét

from tests administered during the screening

nrocess will be compared with the results from tests

administered as part of the complete evaluation to

determine what percentage of the children who were

screened inte the program would also qualify for the

7



program on the hasis of the thorough evaluation.

Obhjective #2

Provide instruction to selected kindergarten and first
grade teachers in administerinc scoring. and interprcting
selected assessmént instruments and demonstrate additional
technigues for identifying the children to be included

in the modified nrimary classes to be provided under

Title VI-G.

Imolementation

After the selection of instruments and the develop-
hent of the screening nrocess, the Specialist in
Psychological Evalﬁation will be resvonsible for
mqgting with the teachers who will be involved with thr
program to acgquaint them with tests and other iden-
tification technicues. These could includg both
formal and informal means of assessment in such

areas as eye-hand coordination,; facility in language
usage, visual and auditory percention, discrimination

and memory, and in recording okservational data.

Fvaluation

A proiect log in which entries are made at least once
a week will be kept. Notations will be included
describing the meetings with project teachers in
which techniques for identifying children with
specific learning disabilities vere presented or
described. Copies of all agendas worksheets, hand -~

Q *  outs, etc. will he kept on file.
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Ohjective '3
Nstahlish an? oner: 2 Aurina thv: second sernster of 1772--73
A nilot molifia® nrimary class comnosed of £iftsen children

rtho winrn ~nrnlled in the first grade durina Thso first

sTc)ntots 73,

Irmlementation

During the month of lovember; 1072, the Title VI-7
nroject will he describhes hy memhers of the nrojact
staff at a meeting of the nrincinals of the schools
in “reza ¢ of the "achoraas "orouagh School District.
(Plaase see “mmandix IIT for a list of the schools in
Area 7.) The princinals 7ill he asked to cornlete a
cuestionnaire vhieh wiil indicate:
A. Tor the »nilot class to be onerated Aduring
1¢72-73
1. The nrincinal’s desire to have the »nilot
class in the school for which "2 is re-
sponsihle
2. The availahilitv of aderuate snace for the
nilot class
3. An estimate of the numher of children in
first grade who miaht be eli~ible for

the pilot casss

o>

. The prihcimal’s willinoness to reassign,
if necessary, a teacher in his building

to teach the nilot modified nrimary class
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. Tz axtent to vThich furniturs. acuinment,
and materials would »e availa»le for use

~

in the modi

che materials and ecuinment to ha nrovidad

ander Title 713

Tor the four modified nrirarv classes to "~

onarated durinag 1973~74 |

1. The princimal’s willinqness to have the

scnol for which he is resvronsible
narticinate in the Title VI- 7 Project

durina the 1073-~-74 school year

S}
)

The availability and tvne of space to "
be allotted tn a modified nrimaxrv class

=
i

3. MAn estimate of the numher of children in
kindergarten vho might he eligible for a
modified primary class to be onerated
during 1973-.74

4, The principal s willingness to rezassicon,
if necessary,. a regular pfimary teacher
to the moified mrimary class and to

allow her to work under the sunervision

of the Title VI-G proiject staff

in

fied nrirmarv class to supnlement
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5. Te =2xtent to vhich furniture. ecuipwmzant,
and matearials would hbe availahla for use
in a modifieac® nrimarv class during 1073-74
to supnlainent materials and ecuioment to he

provided with Title VI-G funds.

The resmonses on the cuestionnaires vill bhe considerad,
aloncg with other factors such as availa»ility of hus
transwortation, in d2cidine “rom sthic™ school or schnels
children will he selected for the pilot class and in
selecting the wuilding in which the pilot class will be
onerated from mid-~term until the end of che 197273

school vear.
Nuring December, 1972, the Psycholooical Tvaluation

Specialist will instruct the first grade teachers in

the schoel or schools which will be involved with the

11



nilot class in the screzening and identification process

which iz develoned hy the project staff. The sercening
procass used for idehﬁifying the children to he assianed

to the pilot class will} of necessity, be less sonhisticated
and nrecise than the screening vrocess which will he nsead

to identify kindergarteners at the end of the school year

for inclusion in the modified nrimary classes to be operated
under Title VI-G during the 1973--74 échoolly@ar. ™e first
arade teachers will use the nrocess in screening the children
in their réspective classes for the onurpose of identifving
the snecific fifteen children whb will particinate in the
nilot class. The teachers will be resnonsible for amin-
istering and scoring all tests and for summarizinag the re-
sults ﬁnder the suparvision of the Specialist in PsYchélogica
Evaluation. In the event that more than fifteen children arz
identified as being eligible for the nilot class, the final
dacision regarding the membershin of the class will he made
by the Sheciaiist in Psychological Tvaluation. with the
annroval of the Project.Direétor and after conitacting the

child's paroents.

Prior to January 1, 1273, the Learning Disabilitiss S»necialis
will develon a nreliminarv list of skills which are considere
to he nreremuisites to a child's successful participation in ¢

regular first grade. The list of skills will he organized

12
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as an outline of the curriculumbwhich will be followed in
modifind nrimarv class and will he consistent with the
specific characteristics and test iters which are assumad

to signifv potential learning disabilities in the screeninc
nroéessu The outline will consist of the general areas to
he includ=d in the curriculum for the four modified primary
clasées which will be in oreration during tha 1973-74 school
year. llowever, the deta:ls will not necessarily be comnlete
at the time.that the piiot ciass is hegun. "aterials and
equirment designed to jmprove the specific skills vhich are

included in the curriculum outline will he nruchased OY

horrowed.,

Prior o mid-term of thevl972—73’school year, the Learnincg
Jigsabilities Specialist will he responsible for meetinc with
the teacher of the milot modified primary class for the
purpose of irstructine her concerning the rationde for the
class, the surriculum to be followed, the use of any special
equinment and materials, and any teaching technicues which
are particularly aporopriates for children with learning

disabilities.

During the first three weeks after the children are assigne:
tc the nilot class the épecialist in Psychological Evaluatis
an® the Learning Disabilities Specialist will assist the
teacher of the class in maling a precise diagnosis of the

strengthe and deficits of each child in

13
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the groun and in develoning individual, educational
nrescrintions which are consistent with the aducaticnal
diagnoses. Durina the tiime that a child is in the class

ss,
the majority of his activities ancd assignments within

the gernesral curriculum will follow his individual
nrascription and will reflect his unique learninc strengths
and specific deficits. Records will be kent hy the teacher
on forms nrovided by the prdjeét staff. These forms will
indicate the results on any pSychological or educational
tests which are administered, the educational program to

be provicdesd for the child, and the child s nroaress in the

areas included in his individual nroaran,

9]

After the class is organinzad, the Learning Nisabhilitie
Snecialist will spend one dav mer rz2el in the clascroom
morking with the teac@er, and occasionally worl-ing

directly with the chilﬁren, for the purnose of assuring

that the »ilot class is actually nroviding a s»ecialized

curricunlum desirmed for the children who are assigned to

the class and that the individual rrescrintions are being

followed.

The fellowing placement alternatives will he available after

a chil?® was heen screenad into the nilot modified nrimary
clas=s-
A. I it hecomes amnarent that an error has heen

made in scraening or that a child has nrogressed

14
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to the =xtent that e is actunally functinnince at
A lavel wmich is comrensurate w7ith +ha level of

moat of thn children in a recular first qraie, he
may be transferra? to a reqular first agrade clase

haefore the end of +he 107777 qaleol v

If a child remains in thie pilot clans until the
end of the schoonl vear and is conciderad to he
able to nrogress normally in a recular second
orade, it will be recommended that h2 will bhe
assianed to a second grade class for the vear
following his placement in the nilot modifiad

nrimary class.

If, at the end of 1272-73 school vear. a child is
consideréd to bhe ahle to progress normally with a
reqgular first grade but is not considered to»be
ready for vlacement in a second grade, it will he
recommended that the child will be assionmed tn

a first grad~ class for the year following his

placement in the milot modified nrimarv class.

If a child has made sor2 progress as a rasult of

his nlacement in the rolificed rrimarv class, bhut

"he is not considered to he canahle of functioning

normally with a reqular first grade class, he nas
¥ 3 4

15



he assigned to a modified nrimary class Tor at least
a nart of the vear followinc his fiugt ve:

A

modi . Vo daaly 0SS,

L If it becomes annarent to the teacher of the modified
wrimary class that a child is not écquirinq the skill
desiqgnated as a mart of the curriculum for this class
at a rate which will allow him to funciton in the
reqular school mrogram unon his releane from the
modifiad nrimary »rogram, he may be referreé for
a snecial education nregram designed for children
who are more severely handicapped than those included
in the Tifle VI - modified primary program, The
child’'s ultimate nlacemeﬁt vill be made on the hasis

of the following criteria:

1. Discriminatory individual diagnosis will raveal
multiple handicans o the chii&‘s’ahilitv to
learn. Such diagnosis will be done by .apnro-
priately trained nersonnel meetinc the criteria
of the Swacial TAucation Division in the Alaska
Denartment of Education.

‘2ﬁ The child rill demonstrate inability to profit
from the large group instruction of the Title
VI--% modified nrimary class.

Q ' 13
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3. ™a child '7ill h=2 procesce? for accertance
into Spacial Nducatinn through the already
established policies and nrocadures of
that devnartment.

4, "The child will demonstrate inability to
profit from the large groun instruction of
the modifiad nrimarv classroom for reasons
unidentifiable hut of.serious ecnough
consnmuance to nrovide a serious detriment

to the learninc of others.

A child's readiness for nlacament in a regular first or
second grade will be determined on the basis of the

following criteria:

n.. The child@ will have developed a pathway of thinking in
acouiring new acadenic learnings hy demonstrating
transference of "how to learnm patterns” to learnina

; nevr concents indevendently.

B, The child will be reading at least at the average grade

level of the class in vhich he will be nlaced in the

traditional progran.

C. The child will dermonstrate the written language slills

of spelling, svyntax and comnosition commnarable to

O
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narformance of the class in which he 1ill ha

nlaced in the reqular nrogram,

Do The child will Adesmonstrate functional ahility
in contrihuting to liscussions, receiving
and irmlementing directions, and taling
dictation at the comnlexity énprohriéte for thea

grade in which he will bhe nlaced.

"hen a child is heing consicered for transfer from the
modified nrimarv program to a class in the reqular school
nragram, at least one commercial instrument use” in the
oriRinal screcginq nrocess will he re-administered. ™he
score on this instrument, thn teacher recormzandation, énd
the child’s level of attainment with regqard to the ekills
included in the curriculum outline develomed for the modifierd
orimary class will be considnred in determinincg the child's
placament. The final decision regarding the child's
placement will be made hy the Snecialist in Psychological
Fvaluation. with the annroval of the Project Nirector and

after contacting the child’s narents.

Fvaluation

Yurina the last three weelis of tme 1972-73 school

vear, the teacher in the nilot class will he re-

14
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snonsihlie for admiristerine s¢oring and swmarizing
rasults from an alternate form of at lcast onz of
the cormercial instruments used in tha screening
nrocess. The scores ohtainad will he compared with
the scores on the tasts which were administered at
the time the children r2r2 screened., It is
anticipates that at lzast 30% of the children who
are in the nilot modified »rimary class durinag the
éntirn Deriod.from nid-term until the end of the
1072.-73 school vear will have made more than one-
‘half vear's gain in the skills and bhehavior measur~d

Wy the instrument.

Ohjective 4
Screen apnroximatalv 600 kindergarten childr~an in schools
selected from those iﬂcluded in “rea € in the 7“nchorace
forough School District for the purnose of assioninc
apnroximately sixty children who .exhibit e&idence of

.

notential learning disabilities to four modified nrimarv

classes during the 1973-74 school year.

ITmnlementation

After the »ilot modified primary class has been
selected, the screening vnrocess will be evaluated
and refined as a result of its use in selecting the

children for th2 nilot class so that a more nrecisa

19



iTanti“ication method w7ill he availa™le for scraoning
tha lindergarten children Mo will he include” in the
four rofified nrimary classes to e onerated durina

1873 74,

Petvrean Januvary 1 and Anrili30, 1973, the “in“ergarten
teachz2rs in selected schools in Area C of the
Anchorage Dorough School Nistrict, under the direction
of th~ fnecialist in Psycholoaical Fvaluation and the
Project Diractor. will us=2 the screening »rocnss
de§eloped uniler Ohjective %1, and. further refined,
with tho lkindargariten group or groups for which
thay are resnonsible. Since one of tha aims implied
for the nroject is to develop a model vhich can he
replicated in school districts which mav nrovide a
minimum of special servicez to support the reqular
tz2achers in conducting a similar nrogram, tﬁe regular
lLindergarten teachers will be responsibhle for'conw
ducting the scrzening, scoring any instruments-.and
recording and .summarizing the results. The data
collacted in this manner will he submitted to the

- Srecialist in Psvcholoaical Evaluation. Ue will
internret the results of the screeniﬁg nrocass and
will select, subject to the anproval of the Project
Director and after contacting the narasnts of the

Q children, a maximum of fifteen children for each of

ERIC
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the four modified nrimary classes which will he
operated during the 1973-74 school year. These sixty
children will be chosen from the four pairs of schools

which will be selected to participate in the Title

VI-G Project. (Please refer to Objective #6.)

A list of the names of the children who meet the
screening criteria for being included within the
program but who are in schools'which are not selecﬁed
as project schools will he given to the Area ¢ prin-
civals. The principals will be offered assistance
on an informal basis in establishing modified primary
classes for these identified children within their
buildings. They will be invited to attend workshops
and to allow members of their staff to attend and
_narticipaté° They will be previded, upon their re-
quest, such materials as samnle copies of forms
developed for the project; and they will be given the
information necessarvy for ordering tests, materials,
and pieces of equipment like those which are used

in the Title VI-G classes. However, because of
budgetary limitations, none of these items will be
supﬁlied in large quantiﬁies except for use in the
modified primary classes which are operated directly

under Title VI-G.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tvaluation

Entries in the Project Log will serv~ as evidence
that th= scrzaeni- nrocais is talling nlace.
Saeslen of ail directions to the kindergarten
trnohlers, checklists, and other instrumants will he
filed. The ohjectiv~2 <7ill have heer m~t when a list
of the chii&ren wvho will »e membears of the four

L
modifiad nrimary classes to he organized under Title
VI-G for the 107371 school vear has heen filed

with the Nireactor of Snecial rfucation for the

Anchorage Borough School Nistrict.

Ohijective "5

Develoo an outline of areas to he included in the cﬁrrij
ulum to b2 mrovided in the Title VI-G modified nrimary
classes and dirszcted toward overcoming the sn»necific
learning disahilities identified during the scroezning

and 2valuation nrocess.

Implementation

Ratyieen ilovember 15,7197?, and ‘larch 31, 1273, the
Learning Nisakilities Specialist will expand and
refine the outline of areas in the curriculum
which is followed in the nilot modified nrimary
class vhich will »e onerated under Title VI-

during the second sem=2ster of the 1972-73 school
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year. Curriculum guideé, descrintions of special
kindergarten and first crade nrograms, professional
references in the area of curriculum develonment
and specific learning disabilities, advertising
literature and samnles of commercial and teacher-
made materials designed for use in the primary-
grades or fdr children with learning disabilities
will be obtained. Locally developed curriculum
guides, particularly those prevared by kindergarten
and first grade teachers, will he studied: and
curriculum committee meetings will be attended by

members of the prcject staff whenever possible.

The material obtained from ali these sources will
be analyzed hy the Learning Disahilities Specialist
and the Project Nirector to determined its relevance
and usabilitv in a program designed to overcome in
a regular classroom setting the disabilities
identified by the assessment procedufes developed
in Obhjective *l. The outline of the areas in the
curriculum»will be related to the specific learning
' disafility characteristics which are identified
under Objective #1 and will be consistent with the
tagks children are expected to perform durinag the

screening process and with the items which are
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inclﬁﬂe& on the screenina instruments. In develonina
the outline of curriculum areas, the Leaarninc
Jisabilitiez Sp=cialist will atterwt to Anterwine

(1) the snecific skill deficits which cause teachers
to identifv children as having potential learning

disabilitizs, (2) th=2 srecific 8Xills which first

)

gracd=a teachers consid2r to be necessary nrerequisites
tn success in first grade, and (2) cortain materials
and activities which have heen designed or Jdevaloned
to alleviate the skill deficits recognized in

Lindergarten and to nrovide the skills which are

necessary for success in a recular first arade class.

The curriculum outline will inclucde suqgestead
activities, matarials, and'equibment rhich could
appronriataly ha uéed in a regular classroom at

the primary level for overcoming the disahilities
identified bv means of the screening process. The
activities, materials and emuipment will he categorized

according to the tasls and tast items used in the

screenina process.

Fvaluation.

Project Log entries and evidence that the curriculum
guides, program descrintions, references, adlvertising
literature, and samples of materials are beinr accuired

24
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7ill document rrogress toward attaining this oh™jective.:
™2 obhjective will hav> he=n attained Wheﬁ a co - of
the curriculum outline has be=n submitted to * e

Oirec zor of Snecial Rducation for the Anchnrzga

Roroungh School District .

Obhjective €
Provide in -service training for five regular nrimary

teachers who will he assigned to modifizd nrimary classes.

Imnlementation

Prior to 'larch 15, 1973, the names of the four teachers

-

vho will be responsihle for the Title 7I-G modjifie?

wrimary grouns during 197374 will he given to the

Project Director hy the Tirector of SHrecial mduycation
for the Anchorage Borbugh School Nistrict. During

Anril and ‘lay, 1273, a regular series of workshops,
informal contacts. and groun discussion neriods with
thege teachers and with the teacher of the nilot
modified nrimarv class will he arranqed.by the

Learning Disabilitiss S»nacialist, who is raesnonsihle

for develoning the snecial curriculum for tha identified
children and for traininc the teachers in its irnle-
mentation. The amount of $7490 has been included i

the budget to provide substitutes to releasc these
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five teachers for rouur helf days to attend trainind
sessions and to work with the Tearning Disabilities
“pecialist. Cthar contacts will be made with the
teachers in their owr classrooms and duxing after-
school méetingsg General topics to be covered will
include:
A. The rationale for the program
B. The process by which the target children were
selaected
C. The process by which the special curriculum
was developed
D. The screening and asscssment process and
administration and interprctation of diagnostic
instruments
E. Planning and carrying out individual educational
nrescrintions within a regular classroom
F. The availability and use of materials and
equipment for providing the special curriculum
developed for the project and for implementing
an individualized diagnostic~prescriptive
program for children with_potential learning

disabilities

G. WYays in which teachers can adapt or construct
materials to be used in the modified primary

classrooms
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H, "Me nrocess by which the project and the

childron in the nroject will be evaluated.

Bvaluation

Copi=s of the Project Loog entries, acendas of in-
service training meetinas, memos, and other instruc-
tions provided for the primary teachers who will be
assigned to the Title VI-G modified primary classes
will be kent on file. When this material indicates
that the topics listed under "Implementation” have

been covered the objective w7ill have been met.

1973--74

AMhjective #7

Onerate four modified primary classes within Area C of the
Anchorage Bofough School District in which the curriculum
outline developed under Objactive #5 will be followed and
in which individually prescribed educational procrams will

he provided within the arsas of the curriculum outline.

Imnlementation

The schools in Area C will be paired in the following

manner:
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I III

niraort Yeight- Creelside Park
Williwvaw Muldoon
IT v
Vlonder Parl: Munaka Vallcey
Mountain View College Gate
Iv
Ptarmigan

Chester Vallay

VI VII
Birchwood : Homeastead
Chugiak | Eagle River

On the basis of the responses of the Area C principals
on the Questionnaires submitted to them in November,

1972, four nairs of schools 7ill be selected to

-participate in the Title VI-G modified primary

project. (Please rcfer to Objective #3.) One

huilding in each of the four pairs will be selected

for the location of a modified primary class to he

operated during the 1973~74 school year,

Relocatables will be provided, if necessary, at the

sclected buildings to insure classroom spacz. The
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modified primary groun will not necessarily be.
assioned to the relocatahle huilding. It will be

the princival'=s option to assion the modifie” vrimary
class to the relocatahle or to assign the class to
the main huilding and use the relocatable for some

other segment of the regular school program.

A maxiﬁum of fiftcen children in each of the four
pairs of schools chosen to participmate in the project
will he assigned to the modified wrimary classes on
the basis of the results of the screening nrocess
which was develoned under Objective “1 and used in the
. Area C kindergartens hetween Januarv and Anril, 1973.
In the event that some of the children who were
selecterd during the spring of 1973 do not return
in the fall or are not actuallv assigned to the
modified nrimary classes, their places will he filled
by other eligihle children who were identified during
the kindergarten screening or by children in first
grade who have been recommended by their teachers
and who meet the criteria for being included in the
modified nrimarv classes. Although the<sa1ary of
fhe Specialisc in Psychological Evaluation will not
be paid from Title VI-G funds during the second vear
of the nrpject, he will be resnonsihle for selecting,

with the approval of the Project Director, and after
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contacting the parents, the children who will £ill

vacancies in the classes as they occur,

The teachers who participated in the in-~service
training sessions during April and ‘lay, 1973, will
be assigned to the modified primary classes. The

C s -
outliine

)

G
(o]

f the areas in the curriculum which was
developed under Objective #5 will be the curriculum
guide for these classes, and the materials and
equipment nrovided will be select=d for appropriateness
in relation to the curriculum oﬁtline and for utility -

as comnonents in individual educational prescriptions.

During September, 1973, =ach teacher of a modified
primary class, with the assistance of the Specialist
in Psychological Evaluation and the Project Director,
will be responsible for making an individual educa-
tional diagnosis of cevery child in her class and for
developing, with the assistance of the Learning
Disabilities Specialist, ‘an educational prescription
which is consistent with the diagnosis and the curric-
ulum outline. The individual teachers in the classes
will be responsible for analyzing the results of the
screening pfocess for each child individually and for

using further formal and informal diagnostic procedures
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Records will h2 kept on forms to be'provided hy the
project staff, Thevy will indicate the results on any
‘nsychological or educational tests which are admin-
istered, the educational prescription developed for
each child, and the child’'s nrogress in the areas in

his individual »rogram.

The Learning Disabilities Snecialist will be responsible
for conducting regular meetings with the nroject
teachers throughout the 1973-74 school vear. The
teachers will be contacted individually and in grouns
for the rurpose of assisting them in following the
curriculum outline and in selecting and using the
suggested activitics and materials in plannina and
foliowing a program for each child directed toward

his identified needs, thereby providing an intensive,
sequential educational program in areas of identified
deficit while utilizing each child's individual
strengths. The Learning Disabilities Specialist will
spend the equivalent of one day per week in each of
the four modified nrimary classrooms working with the'
teacher, Although the teacher will have the di:ect
responsibiliﬁy for teaching the children, the Learning
Disabilities Specialiét may, from time to time, work
with a child or a group of children for the puxrpose

of trying out or demonstrating séﬁe material or

o technique.
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Upon comnletion of the Centar of Learner Assistance.
one room in that building will be designated for the
use of the Title VI-G Project. Fach of the modified
nrimary classes will be assigned to the room iu the
Center for Learner Assistance for approxima’elv one-
fourth of the time remaining bhetween the comnletion
date for the Center and the end of thc 1973-74 school
year. Allowing each modified prim~ry class to smnend
a portion of £he year housaed in the Center for Learner
Assistance will serve the following purposes:
A, Personnel and farcilities for intensive diagnosic
will be readily available either within the
Center ox from the nearhy Alaska Treatment
Center
B. 'The teacher-training component of the replicatic
strategy can be enhanced hy providing oppor-
tunities for personnel, both from within and
outside of the Anchorage Borocugh School
District, to ohserve the Title VI-G modified
primary classes in action in a facilitv which
is designed +o allow such observation with a
minimum of distraction and interference with
classroom procedures.
C. The four grouns will :share anproximately
equally in the responsibilitv for serving as

a model for observation by university students
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and personnel from other schools in which the
model may bhe renlicated..
N. Pieces of eguirment which are not usually avail-
akle in a regular school mav bhe used for a
brief period. to datermine their value for pri-
marv children wit a potential for learning
disability. This information will he usaful in
advising personnrl from schools in which the
modified nrimary program will he rsplicated.
It is anticipated that the block of time which each
class spends in the Center for Learner Assistance will
serve as an intensive diagnostic period so that by the
time a child leaves the modified primary program, it
will be possible to direct him toward the most
desirable kind of placement and provide extensive
information which will contribute toward ontimum

educational planning in the future.

Precise diagnostic data will be collected on all the
children selected for the modified primary classes

at least during the first full year the program is in
operation. The results of informal screening
procedures develonrned for this project can then be

comparad with widely used and commonly accepted
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instruments Aas a check on the accuracy of the locally
devaloned screening process. . Approoriate diagnostic
instruments could include: <
A. 2asic Concert Invantory
B. Beerv--Buktenica Dovelopmental Tes+ of Visual-
ijotor Integratioﬁ
C. Bender Visual ~ otor “estalt Test
D. Detroit Tests of Learnino Antitude
F. Dburrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty
F. Frostic Develonmeﬁtal Test of Visual Percention
'G. SGoldman~Fristoe - Woodcock Auditory
Discrimination Test
. Goodenough- Harris Drawing Test
I. 1Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities
J. Mills Learning Methods Test
K. TMNorthwestern Svntax Screening Test
L. Peahody Picﬁgra Vocabulary Test
"I, Prescheool Language Scale
M. "echsler Preschool and Primary Scale of
Intelligence
0. TWepman Auditory Discrimination Test

P. 1ide Range Achievement Test
In addition to thé formal evaluation provided while

a child is attending school in the Center, contin-

. wous informal diagnosis will pe possible as a part
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of the teachin~ nrocnss hacause of the limited class
size. At anv time Auring the ve=ar; the teacher mavy
refer for further diagnosis any child for whom the
curriculum in the modified vrimary class seems to

be inannropriate. Referrals will be made to the
Project Director, who will arrange for an intensive
diagnbsis through the Psychology Department and/or
other personnel in the Anchorage Rorough Schocl
nNigtrict: marticularlv individuals on the staff of the
fenter for Learner 2ssistance who have snecial
trainina ir the diagnosis and remediation of learning

disahilities and related disorders.

After a child has heen screensd into the Title VI-©

modified primary program, the following placément

ontions will bhe available-

a. If it becomes apparent that an error has been

made in screening or that a child has orogressed
during the summer to the extent that he is act-
uvally functioning at a level which is commensurate
‘with the level of average beginning First graders,
he may be enrolled in a regular first grade

rather than a modified primary class.
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If, after being rlaced in a modified primary
class, it bhecowes anparent that a child has
progressad to ths extent that he is able to
succeed in a recular first grade, ne may be

transferred to a regular first qrade class.

C. If a child rerains in a modifiad nrimarsy
clazs until the end of the school yvear and is
consicdeared to bhe able to progress normally in
a regular second arade, it will bhe r=2commended
that he will e assigned to a second grade
class for the year fellowing - his placement

in a modified primary class.

D, If, at the end of theAl973n74 school year, a
child is considered to be able to Drogress
normally with a reqular first grade, bhut is
not considered to he ready for placement in
a scecond grade: it will be recommended that:
the child will be assigned to a first grade
class-the year‘following‘his placement in a

modified primarv class.

1

. If a child has made some progress as a result;
of his placement in a4 modified »rimary class,
but he is not considered to be capable of
functioning normally with a regular first
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arade class, he may be assigned to a modified
primary class for at least a nart of the year
following his first vear in a modified pri-

mary class.

If it becomes apparent to the teacher of

the modified primary class that a child is
not acquiring the slills desianated as a
part of the curriculuwm for this class at a
rate which will allow him to function in the
regular school program upon his dismissal
from the modified nrimary program, he mav

be referred for a special education nrogram
designed for children who arejmore severely
handicapped than those includéd in the Title
VI-G modified nrimary program. The child's
ultirate nlacament will be made on the basis
of the following criteria:

1. Discriminatory individual diagnosis
will reveal nultinle handicaps to the
child‘s ability to learn. Such diag-
nosis.will be done by appropriately
trained personnel meeting the cri;eria
of the Snecial Fducation Division in

in the Alaska Department of Education.
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. The child will demonstrate inability
to nrofit from the large croup
instruction of the Title VI-G
modified class.

3. The child will bhe processed for
accentance into Snecial Education
through the alreadv estahlished
policies and nrocedures of that
department.

4. ™he child will demonstrate inabhility

_to profit from the large group

inszruction of the modified primary

classroom for reasons unidentifiable
hut of serious enough conseauence to

to nrovide a serious detriment to the

learning of others.

During the last three weeks in ™ay, 1974, at least
one commercial test selected from those which were
administered during the screening nrocess will be
readninistered to the children in the modified bri-
mary classes. After a'ministering and scoring these
tests and summarizint the resulfs, the teachers of the
Title VI-G modified nrimary classes will be asked to

recommend a placement for each child in the class
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for the 1274 75 school year. The Specialist in
Psychological Fvaluation will consider the teachers®
and narents’ recommendations, thé results of tasts
adininistared to the child, and any other nertinent
information in determining, subject to the apnroval of
thé Project NDirector, each child's nlacement for the

beginning of the 1974-75 gschool vear.

N child's readiness for placement in a reqular first or
second grade will be determined on the hasis of the

following criteria:

A. The child will have deaveloned a pathway of
thinking in acquirince new academic learninas
by demonstrating transference of "how to learn

matterns” to learning new concepts indenendently.

B. The child will he reading at least at the averags
agrade leval of the class in which he will be

placed in the traditional program.

C. The child will demonstrate the written language
skills of spelling, syntax and comnosition
comparahle to performance of the class in which

he will be placed in the reqular program.
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D. The child will demonstrate functional
ahilitv in contributing to discussions,
receiving and implementing directions, and
taking dictation at the complexity anpro-
priate for the grade in which he will be

nlaced.

Evaluation

"ithin the first three weeks of the 1973-74 school
year, all children who were identified during their
kindergarten year as potentially learning disabled
vill be aiven a commercial first~grade readiness test
by the teachers of the modified primary classes under
the direction of the fpecialist iﬁ Psychologiéal
Evaluation. The same readiness test or a different
form of that test will he administered by the teachers
in the modified mrimary rooms during the last four
weeks of the 1373-74 school year. Each teacher will bhe
responsible for scoring the tests and summarizing the
pre-test and nosi-test results,‘which 7ill bhe analyzed
by the memhers of the project staff., The Title VI-G
modified nrimary pnrogram will be considered to have
been successful if 80% of the children who have been
in the prooram during the entire school year have
raised their scores bv the number of points e« ivalent

to one standard deviation in the scores obtained by

‘
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the nonulation unon which the national norms for the
instrument were comnuted. The nre-test scores will
also serve as an indicator of the discriminatorv
ahility of the assessment proceduras utilized in
kindergarten ancd as evidence that the children se-~
lected for the modified nrimary classes are at at
lower level of readiness than is generally expected

for children entering first grade.

Objective 8

Cooperate with the Alaska Denartment of Education in
informing rotential remlication districts concerniuny
scréening procedures for locating children with poten-
tial learning disabilities at the kindergarten or
heginning first grade level and operating medified nrimary
classes desianed to alleviate specific learning disabil-

ities.

Implementation ...

RBeginning inm Decembzr, 1972, a series of articles
describing the nrogress of the Title VI~G Project
will he nublished in the Dean, a monthly newsletter

circulated by the Alaska Department of Fducation.
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The first of these articles will be nremared by the
Project Director and will present background infor-
mation concerning Title VI-G, ESEA, and some of the
preliminary activities which have taken place. The
second article will be nrenared by the Snecialist in
Psycholoqgical T'valuation and will describe the
screening and diagnostic nrocess. In the third
article the Learning Disabilities Snecialist will
discuss efforts to assist teachers in provicding
individualized educational nrescrintions. The findl
article will be prepared by the Chief of the Division
for Special Education in the Alaska Department of
Education. He 1ill describe the potential -for rep-
lication and will invite interested districts to
contact him regarding their plans for establishing

similar programs.

In late april or early May, 1973, personnel in school

districts where an interest in the project is evident

an¢ where- r=nlication mioht he feasible will Be

invited to sbserve the pilot modified primary class

and to discuss the Title VI-~G nrogram with the project
staff in a sustained three~day workshop. This work-
shop will be jointly sponsored hy the Alaska Department

of Education and the Title VI~ gtaff.



A logical group of schools to he invited to martic-
nate would bé those within the service area of the
A\SRIMC oparated by the Anchorage Borough fchool
District, or they might be selecfed from a list of
urbhan or semi-~urhan districts which would& include the

following communities:

A. Fairbhanks

B. Juneau

C. TRenai

D. TXetchikan

E. Kodiak

F. ~latanuska-Susitna Valley
G. Petershurg

H. Sitka

The workshop will involve armproximately twenty-four
neople and will generally include a member of the
adminictrative sﬁaff,ua special educator, and a
regular firét grade teacher from each of the schools
invited to participate. It is expected that the
districts which accept an invitation to attend the
workshon will bear éome of the costs such as providin:
funds to cover some of the expenses of their partic-

pants. However, the Alaska Department of Education
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will encourace participation by providing some
additional money. The agenda will include sections
during which the members of the Title VI-G staff

will explain and discuss their contribution to the
develonment of the project. The Specialist in
Psychological Evaluation will discuss the utilization
of the screening p#ocess developed for the modified
primary program. The Learning Disabilities Smecialist
will be resnonsible for nrgsenting an overview of the
curriculum to he followed in the ﬁodifieﬂ primary
classes and the develooment of individual educational
nrescriptions within the framework. of the curriculum
outline. The Project Director will discuss admin-
istrative aspects of the program such as teacher

qualifications, space requirements, and class size.

During the workshop, participants will have an oppor-
tunity to develop a written replication plan which
will be submitted to the Chief of the Division of
Snecial Education in the Alaska Denartment of

Education.,

By the end of the three-day workshop, the Chief of
the Division of Special Education will have selected
un to eight school districts which seem to have

feasible replication potential. These districts will
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he strongly encouraged through foundation sunport
and nossibly »v means of some extra state funding
in their efforts to establish classes modeled upon
those develomed amd mperated in Anchorage under

Title VI-G.

Durina the first =emester of the second year of the
project, personnel in the districts in which the
model is beianranlica;ed will be scheduled singlv or
#n grouws to visit the modified primary classes in-
Anchorage and confer with the Title VI-G staff for
assistance in establishing similar classes. During
the second semester of 1273-74, membefs of the project
staff mav. be called unon by the Alaska Department of
Fducation to visit the replication districts to offer
on-site assistancm and to aid the Department of
Education in its monitoring function. Funds for these
visits by replication personnel and the project staff
will be supplied by the replication districts and/or

the Nepartment of Zducation.

myvaluation

Copies of the articles submitted to the Dean, the
agenda of the workshop to be held in the spring of

1273, and examnles of materials supplied to personnel
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in the repliecation districts will be kept on file to
serve as evidence that these activities are taking
place.

Copies of the plans submitted =y the districts chosen
for replication and the memmnmmﬁuﬁs of agreement
between the Alaska Departrer™ ¢ Fducaticn and the
replication districts will 2. ;3gplied'to the Project

Director to be included in =Ty evaluation reports.

Records summarizing the actrvities during observation

and monitoring visits will he mzintained.

TIT. Coordinatinn with Significant Re=meres

Aﬂ

The Anchorage Borough School mzmrict will provide

office space for the nrojec: =zceff and space in the -

form of classroomsor relocatzi:=s for the modified

primary classes.

Through state special education foundation funding,
the Anchorage Borough School Dfistrict will provide
the salary for one teacher for -the second semester of-

1972-73 and for four teachers for the 1973-74 school

vear.,

-
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C. The services of the Associate Special Education
Instructional "aterials Center operated by the
Anchorage Borough School District will be avail-
aile to aid the project staff in locating and
examining appronriate materials and equipment

for the project.

D. The Alaska Department of Education in cooperation
with the Anchorage Borough School District will
implement the replication strategy proposed for
this grant. Consultants from the State Department
of Education will he workiné with all school districts
renlicating the proposed model, Some funds will be
nrovided hy the Staﬁe Department of Rducation, and
consultants from the Department will work with the
the project staff and personnel in the replication

districts.

The University of Alaska, Department of Special

[&2
S
L]

Education, may he consulted regarding the evaluation
process and training teachers to work with young

children who may have learning disabilities.

F. The library facilities at the University of Alaska
have heen made available for the use of the project

staff in doing research connected with this proposal.
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IV. Prohlems Anticipatad

A. It is prohable thét many more children will be recom-
mended fcr the modified mprimary classes than can be
accommodited in the four classes of fifteen children
each prqposed for this project. It will be extremely
difficult to refuse to include children who need help

when the classes are full.

B. Interest in replicatinq‘tﬁe nroject may be generated
more ranidly than the staff can_respond° The first
duty of the staff members will be to assist those
districts selected by the .laska Department of Education
for replication. Yet there may be several schools in
the Anchorage District or in other communities in Alaska
where teachers and administrators are eager to start
classes similar to the Title VI~G modified primary
classes. The project staff may be expected to respond
to their requests for assistance before many of the
problems in establishing and operating the modified

primary classes have been resolved.

C. The mod2l develoned in Anchorage may require consideér-—
able adaptation to make it appropriate for other
distriéts in Alaska‘because of extreme differences in
culture, geography énd resources available.
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- Monitoring System

The Project Log and the Schedule of Activities will serve

as the primarvy monitoring instrunents. In January aﬂd June
of each of the two vears of the project, the Project.Director
will file with the Director of Snecial FEducation for the |
Anchorage Borough School District a statement summarizing the
contents of the Log and relating the activities described

to the ZGchedule of Activities.

Informal conferences will be held from time to time with

the Chief of the Division of Srecial Fducation in the Mlaska
Denartment of ¥ducation when he<is availahle in Aﬁchorageu
During these conferences the Divir.on Chief will be informed

reqarding the progress of the project.
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VII.

NDissemination

Four articles describing the project will be published in the

Dean, which is circulated hy the Alaslka Demartment of Rduc~

ation. as a part of the replication strategy.

A videctane made hy Dr. Jeanne °“‘cCarthy and Mr; Prank King

on the first technical assistance visit to the nroject will

he shown to various groups as a means of nresenting kack-
ground information concerning Title VI-G, learning disabilities

and the ’nchorage Project.

The Title VI--G staff will cooverate with the Publicity
Department for the Anchoragre Borough School NDistrict in
nroviding materials for television and radioc broadcasts

and newspaper articles.

Fy the end of the prroject, July 31, 1974, the Project Nirector
will pnrovide the Director of Special Education of the Anchorace
Borough School District and the Chief of the Division of
Spacial Fducation in the Alaska 2partment of Dduzation with

a conv of the project proposal, all monitoring statements,

and the evaluation summary for the nroject for further dis-

semination.
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Schools in Area C of the

Anchoragn Borough School Digtrict

Airport Heights
Birshrood
Chester Valley
Chugiak
College Gate
Creekside Park
Fagle River
Homestead
Mauntain View
Maldoon

Mmaka Valley
Prarmigan
Wiiliwaw

Worder Park




